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The fourth Geneva Convention created standards for detention of both civilians and aliens regardless of whether they are in occupied territory or the territory of a party to a conflict. Deeks (2009) states that article 42 of the FGC explains that "for aliens in the territory of a party to a conflict, a civilian can be interned or placed in assigned residence if they are a security threat.” That law is ambiguous, as some terms are not clearly defined, making a country have its interpretation regarding the terms and the law. For instance, it has not defined the term security of the state clearly. Governments, including the US, are thus left to interpret it as per their understanding of their laws, meaning different countries can have varying interpretations. The law needs to be clearly defined to ensure there is a balance between detaining a person who is considered a security threat and taking them through a trial. Although international laws and treaties are binding in the US, the US constitution is the supreme law of the land. Therefore, in as much as the agreements are applied in the US, Its policies that are guided by their constitution remain supreme. However, the laws regarding detainment, designation, and treatment of terrorists were established while considering the Fourth Geneva Convention Laws.

The Fourth Geneva Convention also provided for the law governing end of detention in article 132. According to the article, a state should release a person who it had detained for being a security threat as soon as possible when the reasons for the detention no longer exist (Deek, 2009). This rule also contains some ambiguities that are left to be decided by the country detaining an individual. For instance, the phrase as soon as possible, can be interpreted differently by different countries, including the US. The US has its policies and procedures for releasing detainees, which must be followed by the relevant authorities before a person is released. Therefore, in the US, as soon as possible, means after all the policies and procedures regarding detainment and release of terrorists have been followed. In some instances where the threat is considered immense, the processes of verification and processing of release documents may take longer. The US has established policies and procedures regarding detainment and release of terrorists while taking into consideration the Fourth Geneva Convention. The process is seamless, and once a person is considered not to be security anymore, they are processed and released. 
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